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Th e Society of Da u gh ters  of Ma ry Im m a cu la te a n d  Colla bora tors , 
Ch en n a i (DMI) a n d  th e m em bers  of th e Federa t ion  of Wom en  Self 
Help  Grou ps  p rom oted  by DMI join t ly celeb ra ted  th e In tern a t ion a l 
Wom en ’s  Da y in  a  very gra n d  m a n n er  on  Ma rch  8 th  2007  a t  Neh ru  
In door  Sta d iu m , Ch en n a i. Th e p res en ce of th e em in en t  person a lit ies  
a n d  h igh er  officia ls  a m on g th e m a s s ive ga th er in g of 1500 0  wom en  
lea ders  from  va r iou s  pa r ts  of Ta m il Na du , Ma h a ra s t ra , Bih a r , 
An da m a n  Nicoba r  Is la n ds  a n d  An dh ra  Pra des h  m a de it  a n  ever  
m em ora b le even t  in  th e h is tory of DMI.  
 
Th e p rogra m m e s ta r ted  with  th e welcom e a ddres s  by Sr .Viji. 
Mr .S.Peter  Alph on s e, M.L.A. ga ve a n  in t rodu ct ion  a bou t  th e 
s ign ifica n ce of celeb ra t in g In tern a t ion a l Wom en ’s  Da y a n d  h ow DMI 
wa s  iden t ified  a s  a  h os t  to colla bora te with  th e Sta te Govern m en t  of 
Ta m il Na du . Th e DMI Pres iden t  Rev.Sr .Virgin  p res en ted  a  h is tor ica l 
pers pect ive of DMI a n d  its  wom en  federa t ion s  in  Ta m il Na du  a n d  in  
oth er  p la ces . Sh e h a d  h igh ligh ted  th e s a lien t  fea tu res  of va r iou s  
a ct ivit ies  of DMI a n d  th e wom en ’s  federa t ion .  
 
Hon ou ra b le Min is ter  of Sta te for  Hu m a n  Res ou rce Developm en t     
Sm t. Pu ra n da res wa r i on e of th e p rogres s ive wom en  lea ders  in  th e 
pa r lia m en t , p res ided  over  th e fu n ct ion . In  h er  p res iden t ia l a dd res s , 
s h e s t res s ed  th e n eed  a n d  im por ta n ce of t rea t in g both  boys  a n d  gir ls  
equ a lly with ou t  a n y d is cr im in a t ion . Th e Hon ou ra b le Ch ief Min is ter  of 
Ta m il Na du  Dr .Ka la ign a r  ga ve a wa y th e a wa rds  to th e m os t  
ou ts ta n d in g wom en  lea ders  a n d  va r iou s  wom en  grou ps  wh o h a d  
don e exem pla ry job  in  th eir  res pect ive field  of work . In  h is  Wom en ’s  
Da y m es s a ge, th e Ch ief MIn is ter  s a id  th a t  h e wou ld  toil h a rd  for  
rea lizin g 33% res erva t ion  for  wom en  in  pa r lia m en t  a n d  for  th is  h e 
p rom is ed  th a t  h e wou ld  a va il th e s u ppor t  of th e Cen tra l Govern m en t . 
He a ls o wa s  h opefu l th a t  th e voice of wom en  from  th is  con feren ce 
wou ld  ech oed  in  th e ea rs  of Mrs .Son ia  Ga n dh i th e Con ven or  of th e 
Un ited  Progres s ive Allia n ce of th e Cen tra l govern m en t  a n d  will m a ke 
h is  work  ea s ier  in  get t in g 33% of res erva t ion .  
 
Hon ou ra b le Min is ter  for  Loca l Adm in is t ra t ion  Th iru .M.K.Sta lin  s poke 
a bou t  th e va r iou s  welfa re s ch em es  in t rodu ced  for  wom en  by th e 
Govern m en t  of Ta m il Na du  a n d  its  com m itm en t  for  th eir  fu r th er  
developm en t . Hon ora b le Un ion  Min is ter  of Sta te for  Sta t is t ics  a n d  
Progra m m e Im plem en ta t ion  Th iru  G.K.Va s a n  relea s ed  a  s ou ven ir  a n d  



s a id  th a t  n o n a t ion  cou ld  cla im  p rogres s  u n t il it  s u ppor ted  th e 
developm en t  of wom en . Th e Arch b is h op  of Ma dra s -Myla pore 
Dr .A.M.Ch in n a ppa  received  th e fir s t  copy of th e s ou ven ir  a n d  s poke 
a bou t  th e im por ta n ce of wom en  in  th e s ociety.  
 
Before th e m a in  p rogra m m e th e DMI-Ta m il Na du  wom en  Federa t ion  
a ddres s ed  va r iou s  wom en ’s  is s u es . More th a n  fifteen  d is t r ict  wom en  
lea ders  were on  th e d ia s  a lon g with  th e Mrs .Ra m a th a , Ch a irpers on  of 
th e Sta te Wom en ’s  Com m is s ion  a n d  Ms .Am u th a  IAS. Execu t ive 
Director  of Ta m il Na du  Corpora t ion  for  Developm en t  of wom en  a n d  
th e p rogra m m e wa s  coord in a ted  by DMI Sis ters .  
 
It  wa s  in deed  a  h is tor ic even t  in  th e recen t  h is tory of wom en ’s  
m ovem en t , wh ich  h a d  been  widely covered  by th e m edia  a n d  a  
h is tor ic m iles ton e in  th e developm en t  work  DMI.  
 
With  k in d  rega rds   
 
You rs  Sin cerely  
 
SR.VIRGIN DMI  
 
 
 
 
 


